
Homily for November 19, 2017, 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

  

Have you ever received a gift you didn’t want to share?  Have you achieved 

something in your life that you had coveted and now you want to hold it close 

to yourself such that others may covet you?  What is it in us that creates or 

allows such a self-centeredness that we bury our talent in the ground?  For the 

third servant in Jesus’ story, it is fear.  “Out of fear I went out and buried your 

talent in the ground,” he says.  

  

We keep secrets out of fear.  A simple example is the way we treat money.  In 

our society it is generally considered an important secret not to tell others how 

much money you make or how much money you’ve saved.  At some level it 

may be to avoid looking like you’re bragging, but at a deeper level is it that 

we’re afraid that someone may try to take it away?  Or ask that we share it?  

Isn’t the temptation to think, “I’ve earned it or achieved it through my own 

abilities and hard work, it belongs to me and I don’t need to share it”?  How is 

that different from “out of fear I went and buried your talent”?  In the 

unfolding of Matthew’s gospel, Jesus tells this story right after the one we 

heard last week about the bridesmaids who ran out of oil and it comes just 

before the great judgment story we will hear next week.  It is all about 

readiness for the coming of the Lord and so long as we are afraid in this 

world, we cannot be ready for the next.  

  

The woman we hear about in the first reading uses her talents, that is her life 

and her labor, for the good of others – her husband, the poor, the needy.  The 

only fear spoken of her is “fear of the Lord” – not in the sense that God might 

do something bad to her, but in the sense of utter awe in the face of all that the 

Lord does and is.  The only response is to use all that we have and are to 

advance the goodness that the Lord has created.  That’s what is referenced in 

the first and second servant in Jesus’ story as well.  They were not afraid of 

their master but they responded by using all that had been given them, 

returning that goodness with more goodness, rather than burying it or 

keeping it for themselves.  Catholic Social Teaching would call such good 

stewardship being a “co-creator” with God.  God creates and empowers us to 

continue that creation by bringing about a better world.  Creation continues 

to unfold in our hands now. 

  

Whether we refer to talents or gifts or money or goodness, keeping “it” a 

secret and not using it to advance good in the world leaves us in fear and 

greed.  The good news is that when we use what we have, large or small, to be 



returned to the master, it can only multiply.  Scripture says, “your ways are 

not my ways”, says the Lord – and subtraction becomes addition.  And it is not 

about taking away the little that one has but about giving it to those who will 

use it as the master intended – for the greater glory of God and all God has 

created! 

 


